SARL NEWS SUNDAY 11 MAY 2003 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. This bulletin is also available on the 
website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za and on packet bulletin boards. SARL 
NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to amateurs 
to news@Qsarl.org.za not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. It 
would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


In the news today: 

WORLD COMMUNICATION DAY AND INTECHNET 

AMSATCON 2003 

EXTRAORDINARY 40 m QSO AND SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT ON 2 m 


You are tuned to ZS6SRL. Visit the SARL Website or call the SARL office 
which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on 
how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities. 


The news follows in detail: 


SARL CELEBRATES WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION DAY WITH AN 
INTECNET ON TECHNOLOGY 


Intecnet 2003 on 18 May is arranged in celebration of the ITU world telecommunications Daj 


Today’s telecommunication world would not be what it is without the untiring 
efforts of the ITU to help countries harmonize their national policies, bridge tech- 
nological differences, foster interconnectivity and interoperability of systems on 
a global scale. Anytime, anyone makes a phone call, checks their email, watches 
television or surfs the Web, they benefit from the work of the world’s first uni- 
versal organization: ITU. For over 135 years, ITU has been helping people to 
communicate. But its mission is also to bring the benefits of information and 
communication technologies to all of the world’s inhabitants. World Telecom- 
munication Day 2003 is therefore an excellent opportunity to launch public 
campaigns and advocacy activities in favour of greater access to ICT and how 
the work of ITU helps all of the world’s people to communicate. Amateur Radio 
has since its inception played an important role in the development of communi- 
cation technology. As the Industry ICT sector has over the years developed and 
on several occasions changed technology direction, Amateur Radio has always 
responded. One of the most recent developments is the use of sophisticated soft- 
ware to enhance weak signal communications such as meteor scatter and EME. 
The SARL Intecnet 2003 on May 18 will feature weak signal communication 
and look in-depth at a new development by Prof Joseph Taylor of the USA and 
the WSJT software already being used by many radio amateurs in South Africa. 
Joe Taylor will introduce the subject followed by discussion and practical exam- 
ples by a number of local radio amateurs who have already implemented WSJT. 


Clubs wishing to link their repeater to the INTECNET network should send an 
email to armi@sarl.org.za with details of their repeater frequency and coverage 
and the telephone number to be linked. 


SUNSAT 2 FACT OR FICTION 


Will there be a SUNSAT 2 and, if so, when? What amateur payload will the 
satellite include if the project is a fact? Find out more about SUNSAT and 
many other exiting satellite projects by attending the World Space AMSATCON 
2003 on May 24. It will be held at the National Asmateur Radio Centre in 
Gauteng. SUNSAT2 fact or fiction is only one of the many subjects to be 
discussed at the one day conference. Full details can be found on the SARL web 
at www.sarl.org.za. Book now by sending an email to saamsat@intekom.co.za, or 
a fax to 012 991 5651. A detailed programme and booking form will be sent back 
to you. Registration is only R50 for SARL, SA AMSAT and SAATI members, 
slightly higher for non-members of these organisations. Student registration is 
R25. 


ALL ZS DIVISIONS 40 m QSO: EXTRAORDINARY? 

On Saturday, 3 May 2003, Nico ZS2N (Aliwal North) and Johan ZS1I (Mossel Bay) establishec 
Thank you to all the stations that made this extraordinary QSO possible. 
FIRST STATION TO WORK ALL SIX ZS DIVISIONS ON 2 m? 


Congratulations to ZS4NS who might be the first ZS station to work all divisions 
on 2m. The final contact was established with ZRIAEE on Tuesday at 20:20. 
We would like to know whether this achievement is indeed the first station to 
have worked all ZS divisions on 2 m. Please let us at SARL news know about 
other possible similar achievements. 


MAY 2003 RAE 


On Saturday 17 May, the first RAE for 2003 will take place. A total of 90 
candidates have enrolled for the exam. The exam will take place at 15 centres 
all over South Africa. The SARL would like to wish all candidates luck with the 
exam and thank all invigilators in advance for the part they play in ensuring 
that everything goes smoothly. 


SPECIAL SARL BUDGET MEETING 


The time for the special budget meeting of the SARL which has been convened 
for next Saturday 17 May at the NARC, has been moved to 11:00 to allow for 
the RAE, which will take place in the same venue earlier that morning, to finish. 


SCIENCE ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY WEEK 


The exhibition and so also the the special amateur radio station which was 
operated by the Magalies Radio Amateur Club on behalf of the SARL in the 
exhibition hall, came to an end yesterday. Very many thanks to the Alberton 
Amateur Radio Club for the loan of their mobile tower, HF and VHF antennas 


and feeders and to all others who made of their equipment available and all the 
operaters who manned the station daily and did their best to explain amateur 
radio to all the inquisitive learners. All your time and devotion is very much 
appreciated. Apart from HF and VHF speech, packet radio and the reception of 
weather satellite pictures were also on display. On Thursday morning we were 
honoured through a visit by Sid Tyler, ZS6AYC, the President of our league. 
Part of our activities was filmed by the SABC and according to information 
provided it will feature on Wednesday evening May 21 in the program Business 
Focus on TV3 which is on the air from 18:00 till 18:30. 


NEW IRLP LINK ACTIVATED IN PRETORIA 
The Quantum Amateur Radio Club is commissioning a new IRLP link in Pretoria. The node is 


The tests are being performed on the Pretoria Amateur Radio Club repeater on 
438,325 MHz. It is envisaged that it will be moved to the QRK repeater later. 
Amateurs wishing to use the system are requested to keep to the IRLP proce- 
dures and to give the system operators preference and assist when adjustments 
are to be made to the system. The system operator can be contacted via email 
to zr6éanf@gqsl.net. 


70 MHz/4m ACTIVITY IN PRETORIA 


ange In the Pretoria area, there is quite an amount of activity on the recently 
allocated 70 MHz or 4 m band. There are quite regular QSO s on 70,200 MHz 
in the evenings. On Sundays at 10:00 ARMI, and the Magalies Radio Amateur 
Club s bulletin at 11:15, are being relayed on 70,200 MHz by Pieter ZS6PVW. 
These relays have already been heard in Randburg and as far as Cullinan. You 
are invited to come and talk with, or listen to the relays. Please remember that 
if you hear strangers on the band, that they have preference on this band, since 
the 4 m band is allocated to us on a secondary basis. 


PACKET NEWS 
Packet mode is at present becoming very popular again and various new operators logged ont 


If you are interested in becoming active on packet then please contact your local 
sysop for more information. 


DATES TO REMEMBER 


Radio Amateur’s Examination country wide on 17 May; SARL Special Budget 
Meeting at the NARC on 17 May at 11:00; SARL Intechnet on 18 May; TV 
broadcast of actvities at Science, Engineering and Technology week on 21 May 
on TV3 program Business Focus at 18:00; WORLDSPACE AMSATCON on 24 
May at NARC; PEARS Microwave and Digital contest on 13 15 June 


This brings us to the end of today’s bulletin which was compiled by Martin, 
ZS6ABU and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur 
Radio Mirror International on 21 560, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz 


in East London, 145,650 in Durban 145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the 
Sandton area. A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 20:00 CAT on 
3215 kHz. ARMI is sponsored by Telkom and Sentech. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us. Also many thanks 
to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay 
the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. /EX 


